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Dear All
The following is subject to change should the guidance from the Government and or The FA change.

Further to our Management Committee meeting, Wednesday night, we have decided against suspending our season and will allow matches to continue if both Clubs agree and all Covid-19 Rules can be followed by everyone in attendance.

Some Clubs have already advised us that they will not be playing some or all dates in January and others who are waiting for our guidance may also decide not to play. We have based our decision on the advice and guidance given by the experts for the Governments Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) and The FA who have decided that it is permissible for grassroots youth football to continue in Tier 4.
It is important that everyone involved with grassroots football feels safe. Clubs, Coaches, Players, Referees and Parents will all have their views which will be used by each Club making what will be a very difficult decision. We understand that some will not agree with the guidance given above by DCMS and The FA, that is their right and they can choose not to play without facing any sanction.
An email from Richard Neal which was sent to all Clubs is below. It is vital that all rules are followed. Please note that Club officials, players or spectators cannot come from outside of Suffolk and Suffolk teams cannot cross the border and play in another County. This includes training and Friendlies. Also, each player is allowed one parent to attend the match with them in a safeguarding capacity no other spectators are allowed.
1. It was also decided that we will reduce the Club Fees for a second time to £10.00 per team for all age groups, this will include any team which has withdrawn since the agreement of the divisions by all Clubs at our SGM. The “new” team Fees and “Club deposit” will remain the same as in our standard rules for this season.
2. No winners or runners up medals will be ordered by the League Management Committee or awarded to any team, for any division, in any age group, this season.
3. We will continue to accept Club postponements, without question, as we have throughout this season. Both Clubs must notify us of the postponement without delay. This shows us that both teams are aware of the postponement. We will acknowledge all Postponements received.
4. There will be no sanctions imposed on any Club/Team who decides not to play any match providing we are clearly informed with the reason, without delay, stating which fixture(s) is (are) affected, via email to syfl16@hotmail.com, by the Club Secretary. Any Club deciding not to play must also advise the opposition, any appointed referee and the Suffolk FA’s Referees appointments office (RefereeAppointments@SuffolkFA.com) without delay. If enough notice is given it may lead to your opponent’s being able to find another team to play and /or the referee being reappointed.

5. We will continue to publish league tables on a points basis and results for U12's to U18's until the season has ended.
6. The season will not be extended as too many Clubs play on School pitches or venues which host cricket teams.

7. Any postponed match must be rescheduled (and agreed) by both teams, approved by us by the end of the 10th day of the following month. If no date is received the match will be made void with no "unvoiding" after this date. Therefore, if a fixture is postponed on 13/02/2021, we must receive notification of a date, agreed by both teams, from one of the two Clubs by midnight on 10/03/2021 or the match will not be played as a “League match”, and no points awarded for either team. December postponements must be rescheduled by 20/01/2021.
8. All Divisions will be looked at individually and if more than 70% and above of fixtures are played the League tables stands on a points basis.

9. If less than 70% of fixtures are completed the League Tables will be finished on a points per game basis.
10. The League Management Committee will look at all divisions being converted to points per game to ensure that all teams have played sufficient matches.
11. Awarded matches count as played matches as per rule 22(D).
12. Ideally, we would like to see each team play each other at least once if all fixture are not completed.
13. All matches must be played by 15/05/2021.
14. The second mini season for Development matches will still be scheduled.

Please ensure that you let us know as soon as you can if you are not going to be playing any of your matches. We will update FA Fulltime today with all the current postponements we have received. If any of your fixtures have not been changed to postponed or cancelled today, please let us know.


From: Richard Neal <Richard.Neal@suffolkfa.com>
Sent: 30 December 2020 13:19
Subject: Tier 4 Restrictions 
 
Good afternoon Club Chair and Secretary
I hope that you and families had the best Christmas possible given the circumstances.
Further to my correspondence on 23rd December, I email to provide an update relating to Suffolk and the East Anglia area now being under tier 4 regulations.
Permissible Football Activity
a. Adult grassroots teams are not permitted to train or play fixtures.
b. Youth (those under 18 on 31st August 2020) and disability football teams are currently permitted to train and play fixtures outdoors only, NOT indoors. However, this must be done in strict compliance with the guidelines at all times.
c. I am yet to hear of any decision regarding the Buildbase FA Vase and other national competitions in tier 4 areas beyond those specifically mentioned in the previously circulated FA statement 19th December.
 
Travel
a. “If you live in a Tier 4 area, you’re able to leave your home for outdoor exercise. This should be done locally wherever possible, but you can travel a short distance within your tier 4 area to do so if necessary (for example, to access an open space). You shouldn’t leave your tier 4 area for sport and physical activity purposes (this includes under-18s and disabled people).” 
Taken from the Sport England website.  
b. Suffolk is a tier 4 area. Essex is a separate tier 4 area. As is Norfolk a separate tier 4 area. As is Cambridgeshire a separate tier 4 area. As are other areas across the country.
Taken from the gov.uk website.
c. Therefore players, volunteer coaches, volunteer club officials etc who reside outside of Suffolk should not come in to Suffolk, or vice versa, to participate in grassroots football activity regardless of youth and disability football being permitted.
Example 1 – an U16 team from Suffolk should not play an U16 team from Essex.
Example 2 – a player for a disability team who resides in Suffolk but plays for a team in Norfolk should not be travelling to train with their team in Norfolk.
Example 3 – a volunteer coach of an U12 team who resides in Cambridgeshire should not be travelling to Suffolk to coach a training session.
 
Spectators
a. In tier 4 areas, spectators are not allowed unless they are adults needed to supervise under-18s in a safeguarding role or providing essential support to disabled people.
b. Parents or other adults who are not required to fulfil a supervisory role are considered to be spectators, and must not attend. Where spectators are necessary, they should not mix with others from outside their household or support bubble.
 
Finally, I know much of the above will be difficult to make sense of but this is the stance being taken across The FA network based on current discussions with DCMS and The Cabinet Office regarding the governments’ laws and regulations, especially those relating to tier 4 areas. Many Suffolk clubs lie close to the border of neighbouring counties and I’m acutely aware the implications of the above will be particularly significant for those numerous clubs who play both in Suffolk leagues and those affiliated with neighbouring CFAs. I would encourage you to continue to communicate with your league and with us should you face any issues; I am in regular dialogue with counterparts in neighbouring areas. Most if not all of Suffolk’s leagues have communicated at least a holding message to their member clubs since Suffolk moving into tier 4 was announced. Obviously adult leagues have had their short-term future decided for them but youth leagues still have much to consider before determining a way forward. Please allow league officials time and space to consider all of this very new information.
 
With best regards
Richard
 
 
Richard Neal
Chief Executive Officer & Senior Safeguarding Lead
Suffolk FA, The Buntings, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 5GZ
01449 616606 (option 8) | 07903 842747
